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(Meeting commenced at 10:22 a.m)

CHAIR AQU NO Good norning. This
nmeeting of the Senate Redistricting Conmttee
nmeeting is called to order.

First we have letter from Republican
Leader McConchie and our Mnority Spokesperson
Bari ckman appoi nting Senator DeWtte to
tenporarily replace Leader McConchie on the
redistricting commttee for today and for
Tuesday' s upcom ng heari ng.

WIIl the clerk please take the roll.

THE CLERK: Senator DeWtte.

MEMBER DeW TTE: Present.

THE CLERK:  Senat or Pl ummer.

MEMBER PLUMMER:  Present.

THE CLERK: Senator MC ure.

MEMBER McCLURE: Present.

THE CLERK: Spokesperson Bari ckman.

MEMBER BARI CKMAN:  Present.

THE CLERK: Senat or Mur phy.

MEMBER MURPHY: Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Jones.

MEMBER JONES: Present.

THE CLERK: Senator Hunter.
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VEMBER HUNTER: Pr esent.

THE CLERK: Senat or Cunni ngham
MEMBER CUNNI NGHAM  Her e.

THE CLERK:  Senat or Castro.
MEMBER CASTRO. Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Bennett.
MEMBER CASTRO. Here.

THE CLERK: Senator Sins.
MEMBER CASTRO. Present.

THE CLERK: And Chair Aqui no.
CHAI R AQUI NO. Present.

Ther e bei ng quorum present the
following entities are seeking | eave to photograph
and vi deo the proceedi ng, Bl ueRoonftstream

There being | eave, you're allowed to
phot ograph and vi deot ape.

Senator Sinms, for a notion

MEMBER SI MS: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| nove that the Court Reporter be
allowed to record today's proceeding so that a
transcript can be nmade of today's proceeding.

CHAIR AQU NO  Senator Sins noves to
allow a court reporter to transcribe the hearing.

Is there | eave.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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Leave being granted, a court reporter

will be allowed to transcribe the hearing.

Today's hearing will focus on the
2020 census, the redistricting of Illinois
congressional districts and redistricting of
judicial subcircuits in Cook County.

| want to thank Gakton Conmunity
Col  ege for providing the commttee with a great
hearing | ocati on.

Staff has prepared a presentation on
census nunbers related to Illinois congressional
districts and Cook County subcircuits. This
presentation will be posted later today on the
redistricting commttee's page on the Illinois
General Assenbly's website which is ww. il ga. gov.

After the presentation we wll be
moving to the followng witnesses. W wll be
havi ng Cook County Clerk of the Grcuit Court Iris
Martinez, Aviva Mriam Patt from Decal ogue Soci ety
of Lawyers, Madel ei ne Doubek from Change I|IlIlinois.

And | do believe we m ght have at
| east one or two other w tnesses that plan on
joining us a little later. And if they sign on,

we wll go to them

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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|l will nowturn it over to the staff

for the presentation they prepared.
STAFFER RANDAZZO  Good nor ni ng,
Everyone.

This is a somewhat | ong presentation
so instead of taking everybody's time, we'll go
through it alittle faster so that we can get to
W tnesses, but it will be up on the redistricting
website |ater on today.

So just, as a snapshot, back to our
popul ati on for the 2020 census we ended up with
12,812,508. That was a decrease of .14 percent.
There were 15 counties that had popul ati on growth
whil e 87 counties had a popul ati on decrease.

What this resulted inis a |oss of
one congressional district inlllinois. This is
the trend since 1910. W are now at 17 seats and
t he average popul ation per seat woul d be 753, 677.

The follow ng are the congressional
districts as they are today with the 2020 census.
In respect for our witnesses | won't go into great
detail. Again, this will be up on the web.

But the first congressional is

705,949, the second congressional is at 679, 628,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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the third congressional is at 725,625, the fourth

congressional is at 698,570, the fifth
congressional is at 743,449, the sixth
congressional is at 732,745, the seventh
congressional is at 767,663, the eighth
congressional is at 716,990, the ninth
congressional is at 742,156, the tenth
congressional is at 724,946, the eleventh is at
706, 376, the twelfth is at 674,870, the thirteenth
congressional is 695,583, the fourteenth
congressional is 753,195, the fifteenth
congressional is at 680,293, the sixteenth
congressional is at 692,552, the seventeenth
congressional is at 673,770, and the eighteenth
congressional is at 701, 148.

Agai n, these nunbers wll be up --
this presentation will be up this afternoon so
that -- | know | went through the nunbers sonmewhat
qui ck.

The other topic for today is the
subcircuits in Cook County. The general assenbly
did pass an act in the 101st requiring the GAto
redraw the subcircuits in 2021 and then a -- to

redraw t hem every decenni al census thereafter. It

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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wasn't a requirenent that we had before that

public act.

Today we have Cook County j udi ci al
subcircuits. These were created in 1991. The
districts as they stand today were |ast drawn in
1991. There are 15 subcircuits. By statute there
are 166 judgeships in these 15 subcircuits and the
way they did that is as retirenments fromthe bench
happened, by lottery that the Suprene Court, |
believe, held back in 1991, as those judges
retired, their at-large, county-w de judgeshi ps
were noved to the subcircuits in a lottery
fashion. The ideal population for a subcircuit
woul d be 351, 703.

Il will go through the subcircuits
here. There's the nunbers for Cook County. There
was a 1.6 increase in the 2010 to 2020 census.

The first judicial subcircuit south
Chi cago and sout h suburban Cook is at 278, 725,
second judicial subcircuit is at 269,362, the
third subcircuit is currently at 367,094, fourth
Is 364,375, fifth is at 257,166, the sixth is at
333,430, the seventh is at 324,205, the eighth is
at 449,055, the ninth is 366,973, the tenth which

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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Is the subcircuit we're currently -- you're

sitting in at OGakton Community College is at

356, 857, the eleventh has a total population right
now of 373,485, the twelfth has a popul ati on of
373,259, the thirteenth has a popul ation of

400, 535, the fourteenth subcircuit has a
popul ati on of 369,413, and the |ast subcircuit has
a popul ation of 391, 607.

That concl udes the presentation |
have. Again, this wll be up on the ILGA website
as soon as | can get it to our good friends at
LI S.

CHAIR AQU NO  Thank you. Qur first
witness today is our Cook County Clerk of the
Circuit Court Iris Martinez, our good former
col | eague.

| believe | saw her as a participant.
Look here if the clerk could make sure to unnute
hersel f.

| know you've done this many timnmes
before, but as a remnder if you can identify
yourself if you are speaking on behalf of yourself
or an organi zation and then you can begin your

t esti nony.
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(Brief interruption.)
Madam Cl erk, as | said before,
wel cone, | know you' ve done this many of tines
this side of the conmttee hearing, but | just

wanted to remnd if you can just introduce
yourself if you are speaking on behal f of yourself
or an organi zation and then you can begi n your
t esti nony.

Thank you.

THE WTNESS: Thank you so nuch, Senator

Aquino and all ny fornmer colleagues. It's so
great to see many of you. I'mdoing fine. |I'm
surviving this job. | mss all of you. Thank you
for having ne. |'m speaking on behal f of nyself
as the forner sponsor of the bill, of this bill

| would like to begin by thanking
Chair Aquino for his invitation to address the
Senate Redistricting Conmttee, | would also |like
to thank Mnority Spokesperson Barickman, good to
see you too, and the nenbers of this conmmttee for
a chance to speak on how inportant this is in the
topic of diversity and representation within the
circuit courts.

Public Act 101-477 the | aw t hat

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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requires judicial subcircuit boundary

redistricting process that this commttee and the
General Assenbly has started, had a sinple
purpose. The purpose was to enact a process that
ensured the judicial systemreflect the diversity
of the population that it serves going forward.
(Brief interruption.)

CHAI R AQU NO. Madam Cl erk, just we get
every -- it seens you m ght be readi ng sonething
I f you can have your team nmake sure to submt the
witten -- so we can nmake sure we can get
everything you' re saying. Thank you.

THE WTNESS: Absolutely. Thank you so
much for that. And | apologize. | knowthis mc
goes in and out on nme for sone odd reason.

As sonme of you may renenber, HB 2625
was a passion project of mne not |ong ago when |
was a senate sponsor. But | was not the first
| egi sl ator who saw the need to anend subcircuit
boundaries to better reflect the [ atest census
figures and the diversity of our communities.
Leader Aqui no and Rep. Arroyo were the two of many
menbers of the GA that sponsored |egislation and

worked tirelessly on this effort. | am happy to
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join you today to see the GA noving forward and

maki ng progress that is |ong overdue.

The last tinme the GA redrew these maps
was in 1991 as we heard prior. W all know t hat
t he popul ation of Cook County has shifted
dramatically over those 30 years. And just like
in 1991 the diversity of the bench does not mrror
the county. According to the data released for the
Ofice of the Chief Judge of Cook County, only 20%
of the sitting circuit court judges are Black, 9%
are Latino and 3% are Asian. The remaini ng
two-thirds of the judges are Wiite. By conparison
Cook County’s popul ation is one-quarter Bl ack,
one-quarter Latino 8% Asian and only 40% white.

Subcircuit boundaries are an inportant
tool to increase the diversity of those sitting on
t he bench. But that tool is useless if the
boundaries dilute the diversity of the comunity
and do not reflect the residents of those
subcircuits. As the popul ati on evol ves, the
judicial systemnust reflect that evol ution.

Judges uphold the aws of the state and
residents should have a voice in who is entrusted

to do this inportant work. W know from studies
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that a nore diverse bench | eads to outcones that

are fairer especially in a crimnal justice
systenms where defendants are di sproportionately
bl ack and Latino. W know that this is true in
civil cases, as well.

Wthin the current 15 subcircuits there
has been consi derabl e denographic shifts captured
by the 2020 census. But stop and consider the
addi ti onal popul ati on changes seen in the since
the 1990 and 2000 census. Since 1990, just in the
City of Chicago, the Latino popul ation has
i ncreased by 50% and the Asian popul ati on by 92%
This is just one exanple of the shift we're
tal king about. In addition, not only has the race
and ethnicity of the city’'s and county’s
popul ati on changed, but where they live has al so
shifted in the past 3 decades.

In closing, the judiciary should reflect
the population that it serves. It is wonderful
t hat we now have a process to nake sure that
that's the case. It’'s great that the GA w |l
revisit this issue after each decennial census.
This process will anmend the boundaries of

subcircuits to ensure that they keep up with

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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changi ng denographi cs and address the need for

greater diversity on the bench going forward.
And As the Clerk of the Grcuit Court of
Cook County and a lifelong resident of Chicago, |
can personally attest to the need for the face of
justice to mrror the community it serves.
Thank you so nmuch and |I'Il be happy to
t ake questions.
CHAI R AQUING. Thank you, Madam C erk.
| see no hands up here present at
Cakton, but I'mgoing to |l ook on the Zoom | do
see that Senator McClure has raised his hand.
Senator McClure, if you' d |ike to ask your
guestion. .
MEMBER McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Just -- and thanks to the wtness for
THE t esti nony.
| guess my first question is after
the nost recent |egislative maps, we had a | ot of
groups of interest that were very upset with the
map and just because the map changes does not
necessarily nean it's going to reflect the
denogr aphi ¢ changes of the state. For exanple, we

grew by 300, 000 Latinos and yet Latinos |ost a

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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seat in the CGeneral Assenbly.

So | guess ny question for the
witness is just because there's a new map being
drawn, it's not necessarily going to reflect these
t hi ngs and do you have concern -- because we don't
see a map in front of us today before we're going
to vote on it, do you have concerns of what this
map is going to look Iike and would you like to
see this map soon in order for you to be able to
respond to what the denographics are of these
maps?

THE W TNESS: Thank you so nuch, Senator.
And, again, | will say this, | think the
conversation that we're having is great. | think
it's great to reflect upon those nunbers. And
really | believe that as we continue this process
noving forward, we're all going to get to a good
pl ace when it comes to the representati on we need.

You're right there's been increase of
people in the state. The Latino popul ation
community has again -- the shift has been -- you
can see it in the nunbers. And, again, at the end
of the day it's about nmking sure these maps are

fair and that they're reflective of the popul ation

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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that did actually -- and making sure the

denographics are ensuring in all these boards and
across the whole entire state that it reflects the
popul ation there.
| really trust that you all are going

to do what needs to be done in nmaking sure these
maps are noving forward. WII they be perfect, |
woul d hope so. But | know that sonetines trying
to get to the nunbers, making sure they're
reflective and that the nunbers are conpl ete when
It comes to the representation of that particular
district, I think, you know -- | know you guys --
it's all in good hands. That's all | can say.

MEMBER McCLURE: So how nuch tinme woul d
you need TO review any judicial changes to the
maps, any congressional map? How nuch tinme woul d
you need review -- is there a map? What map is
that that's being shown in the background there?

THE WTNESS:. That's the judicial --
subcircuit map that -- the map | have here is the
map that Geo showed you earlier.

MEMBER McCLURE: Ch, okay. How nuch tinme
woul d you need to review any proposed map in order

to be able to assess whether or not it's going to

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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be sonet hing you can support or sonething you

woul d Ii ke to be changed? Like how nuch tine
woul d you need to review an actual map?

THE WTNESS: | will leave that to ny
wonder ful Chai rman Aqui no who | know i s novi ng
this forward.

Again, | think all of us just want to
make sure that these nunbers are reflected with
the end product comng. So I will work -- | will
continue to work at the pace that the -- with
Chai rman Aqui no and the redistricting conmttee in
maki ng sure -- and al so working with the judges in
this area | ooking to nake sure we are increasing
our nunbers. | leave it up to the chairman at his
pace and wi |l work al ong side.

MEMBER McCLURE: So you don't need to see
a map. You just absolutely trust the commttee to
make the right map, whatever that map | ooks |ike?

THE W TNESS: The conversations that
we're having are all good and | think that's the
nost inportant thing right now, that we're
actively discussing this.

MEMBER McCLURE: (Ckay. Thank you.

THE WTNESS:. Thank you so nuch.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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CHAIR AQUNO | see Senator Plumrer with

HI' S hand up virtually.

Go right ahead.

MEMBER PLUMMER: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Vell, Iris, good to see you.

THE W TNESS: Good to see you too.

MEMBER PLUMMER: Hope everything is going
wel | .

Hey, | just wanted to kind of follow
up on that, and | fully appreciate that we're al
col | eagues and you want to entrust sone of this
with the commttee and with the chairman.

You know, the last round of hearings
we had were basically boycotted by everyone in the
state of Illinois essentially because no one
trusts the coonmittee. And they're kind of sick
and tired of, you know, being fed false
information. So | fully appreciate you m ght
trust the conmmttee, but really no one el se does.

So ny question would be, you know,
not how nmuch woul d you need, but since you' ve gone
t hrough this process in the past, what do you
think is a reasonabl e amount of tinme between when

maps are unveiled for the public to see and a vote

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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woul d take place on this end? Wat do you think

Is a reasonabl e anount of tinme for the public to
be able to digest that information, review what's
I nportant to them and then provide feedback to the
commttee so that we can then kind of proceed
accordingly?

THE WTNESS: As a forner |egislature,
you know, again, | know how it is to work through
this process in the past and, again, it's really
In the hands of the commttee of redistricting.

And that's where, you know, | think
t hey' ve gone across -- | know they've gone across
the state when it canme to having the neetings on
redi stricting.

Again, it's a process and | have to
respect the process as far as the coonmttee doing
its job and whatever tine that's needed out there,
| as a fornmer legislature will go along -- wll
have gone along in the past and will continue to
go along with all ny colleagues, all of you, as
far as what needs to be done to get this map
passed.

MEMBER PLUMMER: Thank you. Good to see

you agai n.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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THE WTNESS: Good to see you too, thank

you.
CHAIR AQU NGO Madam Cerk, | do not see
any further hands up virtually nor here in person
SO0 once again it's always a pleasure to see you
glad you're doing well in your newrole. And
thank you again for your testinony here today.

And as a rem nder, if you and your
team woul d submt your testinony so that we can
make sure that we were able to capture everything
that you said on the official record, thank you so
much.

THE WTNESS: Thank you so nuch and have
a great weekend everyone. Thank you again for
having me in front of you. Thank you so nuch.
CHAIR AQUINO  Excellent.

So we'll be noving forward in the
manner of how | stated that -- our w tnesses
earlier. So next up is Ms. Aviva Mriam Patt from
t he Decal ogue Soci ety of Lawyers.

Ms. Patt, you have done this as well
before so, if you don't mnd, just introduce
yourself just stating for the record the

organi zation that you are speaking on behal f of

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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and then begin your testinony.

Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Aviva MriamPatt. |'mthe executive
di rector of The Decal ogue Society of Lawyers.

The Decal ogue Society of Lawyers, founded
in 1934, is the nation’s ol dest Jew sh bar
associ ation. Decal ogue’s m ssion includes
educating the public on | egal and Jew sh i ssues,
mai ntai ning vigilance agai nst discrimnatory
public and private practices, particularly
anti-Semtism and working with other ethnic
communities to conbat hate and pronote justice.

The society’'s earliest days during the
rise of anti-Semtismin the 1930s, Decal ogue
often had to fight for equal opportunities for
Jewi sh | awyers to advance in their professions.
W chal | enged newspaper job listings that
specified “gentile” or “non-Jew’ as requirenents
for hiring and we worked to end the scheduling of
the Bar exam on Jew sh holidays. Sonetines we had
to respond to anti-Semtismexpressed in court by
ot her attorneys and even by judges.

As the decades passed and di scrim nation

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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under the |aw and within the society receded,

Jewi sh attorneys were able to participate fully in
the profession and in public life, including

el evation to the bench. But remants of prejudice
still remain and Jew sh candi dates for the bench
face an uphill battle to be el ected countyw de.

Few Jew sh candi dates have succeeded in
recent years and nostly only those with very
substantial canpaign coffers. Miltiple studies
have shown that voters choose judicial candi dates
| argely by gender and the perceived ethnicity of
their name and Jew sh nanes are not anong the
popul ar ones.

The | egi sl ature created judici al
subcircuits in Cook County to enable racial and
ethnic communities to el ect judges that would
i ncrease the diversity of the bench and the 9th
subcircuit nmet that need for the Jew sh comunity.
At the tine it enconpassed the greatest
concentration of Jew sh voters in Cook County. But
our people have becone nuch nore dispersed in the
past 30 years and Decal ogue is asking for the
subcircuit to be redrawn to include other areas

whi ch are now home to nore Jew sh residents.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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The Jew sh population in Illinois is

small. At no |level of the governnent do we
constitute a majority, but it is possible to draw
districts in which we have sufficient
concentration to have an influence in the
political process. And when it conmes to el ecting
judges, that influence exists only at the
subcircuit level. W have submtted a nmap

i dentifying those areas that can be conbined to
create a Jew sh-influence district in the far
north side of Chicago and the northern suburbs.
Decal ogue asks that as the subcircuits are being
redrawn, the 9th Subcircuit be redrawn to include
t hese areas so that our conmmunity can have a
strong voice in selecting those who wll
adm ni ster justice in our County. Thank you very
much for hearing us today.

CHAIR AQUING: Thank you, Ms. Patt. |
just wanted to |let the record show that we have
received the map that you had described. It is on
our redistricting website also on ilga.gov. So
for those that are unable to see it now would |ike
to see a copy of that map, it is again both on the

redistricting commttee's website and il ga.gov as

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N oo o A~ W N P

N N N R N T o e e i
A W N P O © 0 N O O W N B O

10/ 08/ 2021

Page 24
wel | .

| am | ooking around to see if there's any
hands up both virtually and in person for
Ms. Patt. | see none here in person. And
virtually I do see a hand that cane up.

Senator McClure, if you would like to
ask your question..

MEMBER McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Ms. Patt, how |l ong woul d you need to
review any maps in order to give a proper analysis
of them and see kind of what your commrent woul d be
and what suggestions you may have to change it?

THE WTNESS: Well, | would probably just
need, personally, a day. But for ne to get
f eedback from our board or our executive
commttee, | would say at |east a week.

MEMBER McCLURE: At |east a week, | think
that's a very reasonable tine frane. Thank you
very nmuch

THE W TNESS: Thank you

CHAIR AQUINO  Seeing no further hands |
want to thank you again for your participation
today and through this process.

And so we will be noving on to our
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next wtness this -- | believe -- still norning,

t hi s norni ng.

So noving on we have Madel ei ne Doubek
fromCHANCE Il linois. You as well have been a
part of this process. Just make sure if you can
announce yourself for the record and the
organi zation that you are here representing, thank
you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you, Chai rman Aqui no,
Vice Chair Sins and all commttee nenbers for
provi ding our organi zation with the opportunity to
cone before you today to weigh in on the
congressi onal maps.

My nane is Madel ei ne Doubek and | am
t he Executive Director of the CHANGE Illinois
Action Fund and CHANGE Il linois, both are
non-partisan non-profits chanpi oning ethics and
efficiency in governnent and el ections.

Qur first reconmendation to this
commttee is to use the 2020 Census data as the
basi s for congressional maps rather than Anerican
Communi ty Survey data. Ignoring advocates'
previ ous war ni ngs agai nst the negative

consequences of using ACS estimates as a
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repl acenent for the 2020 Census data led to for

the first tine since the state constitution was
adopted in 1970 having two Illinois Genera
Assenbly redistricting maps signed into law within
a matter of nonths.

Lawrekers revisiting the |egislative maps
for a second tine created additional confusion and
al i enated community voices fromthe process to an
even greater degree. People had even less tine
and opportunity to participate than was provided
in the spring. Each tine we cone back for another
remap, the process should be inproved as | essons
are learned from previous errors.

Qur second recommendation is that the
conmittee pay particular attention to the Federal
Voting Rights Act and create a congressional map
that honors and prioritizes that law. It would be
in the best interest of the conmttee and the
public for commttee nenbers to publicly announce
the prioritization of all the redistricting
criteria they are considering so that [Ilinoisans
can better understand the commttee's intentions
in drawi ng the map. Those criteria should

prioritize the federal Voting Rights Act first and
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forenost. It breeds unnecessary distrust anongst

t he peopl e when they have no information to help
t hem nake heads or tails of why district lines end
up where they do. This commttee has the
opportunity to create maps that enpower
conmuni ties of color through the federal Voting
Ri ghts Act by drafting maps that enpower those
communities to el ect candidates of their choosing.
I n previous congressional redistricting cycles,
that didn't happen, forcing communities of col or
to pursue lengthy and costly | egal avenues to
achieve the representation they richly deserve.
W nustn't forget that Illinois' first
maj ority-Latino congressional district was created
as a result of a lawsuit. W can save our
communities a lot of tine and resources by
ensuring that the next decade of congressional
districts respect and prioritize the Federal
Voting Rights Act ahead of any ot her
consi der ati ons.

Qur third and final recomendation is for
this map to prioritize listening to comunity
menbers and affording thema better opportunity to

participate, particularly after a map proposal is
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rel eased. Even advocacy organi zations that track

remappi ng had troubl e providi ng neani ngf ul
feedback on the |l egislative maps that were
rel eased and voted on within a day earlier this
year. There's absolutely no ability for everyday
conmunity nenbers to have a neani ngful say in
their congressional maps if votes are again rushed
right after a map is released in the com ng weeks.
There needs to be a real and neani ngf ul
di al ogue between | awmakers and community groups
who cone before this conmttee with
recommendations for how their comunities can best
be reflected in the institutions that are here to
represent them W have not been able to find one
group that participated in the state |egislative
remap hearings that has publicly endorsed those
| egi sl ative maps, but there are many who have
rejected them How can we say a map i s the best
reflection of the interests of communities if
al nost every single community group that tries to
engage says its nenbers’ voices were ignored and
their communities were harned? Their efforts
shoul d not be in vain. W encourage this

commttee to provide a nuch greater |evel of
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transparency, engagenent, tinme and community

I nvol venent than was seen in the |legislative remap
process. W ask this conmmttee to align its
congressional remapping work nore closely with the
wor k of federal |awrakers who are pushing for the
John Lewis Voting R ghts and Freedomto Vote Act,
maki ng sure to prioritize comunities of interest,
renovi ng partisan gerrymandering fromthe process,
and not prioritizing incunbent protection.

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to
of fer these suggestions and |' m happy to answer
any questi ons.

CHAI R AQUINO  Thank you for your
testinony. Looking on to hands both here present
and virtually, | see that Senator McClure has his
hand up,

Senator McClure -- and as a rem nder,
Senator McClure, if you don't mnd, | didn't ask
this before of you, but if you can get on video
when you' re speaking to our wtnesses, |
appreciate that.

MEMBER McCLURE: | can. 1'Il have to
switch to ny conputer so the next time | ask a

question | will. But nmy phone video is not
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working right now, M. Chairman, so if | could ask

a brief question, |I'd appreciate it.

CHAIR AQU NO. That's fine. Go right
ahead.

MEMBER McCLURE: Thank you.

Thank you very much for your
testinony. So you tal ked about the need to see
maps before we vote on them \What is the
reasonabl e anount of tine you woul d need to review
any map before we vote on the congressional
maps -- map | shoul d say?

THE W TNESS: We've previously asked for
at |l east two weeks, a nonth would be preferable
and nmuch better to give us tine to take a | ook and
anal yze and al |l ow conmunity groups to understand
how t hese maps affect them

MEMBER McCLURE: | think that's a very
reasonabl e request. Thank you very mnuch

No further questions.

CHAI R AQUINO  Thank you.

Looking virtually and also here in
person | see no further hands up.

So, Ms. Doubek, thank you so nmuch for

your testinony.
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| do believe we have anot her

partici pant who has | ogged on to want to be a
wi tness today. And that is Frank Cal abrese.

If folks that are are on --

M. Calabrese, if you just wait for
one second.

Anyone el se that has signed into the
Zoomthat wants to provide testinony today, if you
can just raise your hand virtually, so | can nake
sure | wite you down and that we can take your
testinmony as well.

M. Cal abrese, you as well have been
a wtness here before. So just a remnder, if you
can say your nanme for the record and also if you
are speaki ng on behal f of yourself or sonme entity
I f you can nention that and begin your testinony.

THE WTNESS: Thank you, Chairman, for
hol di ng this.

My nane is Frank Cal abrese. |I'm
going to be speaking on behal f of nyself today. |
amworking with a nunber of groups and | w |
submt later the groups that will be supporting
this proposal. Cerk Martinez and Judge Chevere

|'ve been working with and they do support one of
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the subcircuits that | drew

And if you mnd, I'Il just go through
the presentation very quickly if | could screen
share.

CHAIR AQUNO G ve us -- yeah, | am not
sure LIS is able to do that.

LIS, could you allow for
M. Cal abrese to share his screen?

LI'S: Senator Aquino, as long as he has
what ever he needs to present on his conputer
that's connected, he can share his screen

CHAI R AQUINO  Excel l ent.

THE W TNESS: Thank you so nuch

Sorry, | accidentally exited out of
ny presentation

(Brief interruption.)

Can you see this now? Sorry about
t hat .

Al right. | will go through this
really quickly. So as you are aware, this was a
special law that was passed to redistrict the Cook
County subcircuits. It's been 30 years since the
subcircuit has been redistricted.

There are three primary problenms with

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N oo o A~ W N P

N N N R N T o e e i
A W N P O © 0 N O O W N B O

10/ 08/ 2021

Page 33
the subcircuits: the population is unbal anced,

there's a lacking of diversity -- Cook County is a
majority mnority county but only a third of the
districts are mpjority mnority, and the
subcircuits, you know, they were gerrymandered to
reflect political alliances that existed in the
80s and they really don't reflect comunities that
exi st today.

So this kind of shows you the
popul ation difference in kind of a visual aspect.
So the 8th subcircuit is the largest w th about
430,000. And then the 5th subcircuit, which is
Engl ewood, Hyde Park is the smallest set, about
240,000. And this is a bar graph, just kind of
shows you that difference.

| was actually surprised that the
di fferences were nore stark over 30 years. But
the 8th subcircuit which is the |ake front is
about a subcircuit and a half |arger than other
subcircuits.

So one of the problens -- and this is
what Clerk Martinez spoke about -- there's only
one Latino subcircuit left out of the 15 and

that's the 14th subcircuit. And this m ght
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surprise you, but the 14th subcircuit elected

essentially no Latinos until two years ago because
the 14th subcircuit was kind of controlled by

Al derman Burke. So even though the 14th
subcircuit is majority Latino, the 14th subcircuit
in 30 years has only el ected 30 Latinos.

The 6th subcircuit which was
initially created as a Latino majority subcircuit
s now a Latino mnority subcircuit. And this
shows you the dom nant racial group by the
subcircuits.

So there are 4 black subcircuits, one
Latino subcircuit and 10 white subcircuits. And
the subcircuits, they're kind of ugly. |[If you
| ook at, you know, the 7th subcircuit, the 10th
and the 9th, there's a lot of squiggly |ines that
really don't reflect community boundaries and
they're very confusing and people -- occasionally
| work in judge elections. |It's very hard to
explain to people what subcircuit they live in.

And so this is kind of a proposal |
drafted of just kind of squaring out the
subcircuits and naki ng everything even. So some

circuits are just kind of squaring out; sonme nore
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drastically change.

Li ke you probably have to take the
current 10th subcircuit and nove it to | akefront
to alleviate the excess popul ation of the 8th
subcircuit and you al so need to bring down sone
bl ack subcircuits such as the 5th and the 1st and
the 2nd further south.

30 years ago the south end of Cook
County was farmand. Now it's |largely black
suburbs. And so the 16th subcircuit you can
essentially split in half.

So this proposal solves diversity
problens. It's essentially zero percent deviation
and it's currently 22 percent deviation under the
current proposal. So this just gives you a good
| dea of where to generally shift boundaries to get
a zero percent deviation map.

The 6th subcircuit becomes a mpjority
Latino subcircuit. And the 3rd subcircuit becones
a Latino-influenced district so this increases
Latino representation within our subcircuit system
and hence -- and will increase the |ikelihood of
el ecting Latino judges in Cook County.

The 7th subcircuit, that's been the
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subject of sonme nedia. So the 7th subcircuit

i ncl udes the west side of Chicago currently with
sonme white suburbs. And the Suprene Court | ast
cycle, they appointed a white judge and a | ot of

bl ack al derman in Chi cago were conpl ai ni ng because
It was created as a black subcircuit.

What | do is | renove River Forest
and Berwn fromthe 7th subcircuit. | also renove
the West Loop. And | add sone African Anerican
suburbs and the western suburbs. So | increase
the bl ack popul ation by 10 percent in the 7th
subcircuit and | clearly make it a bl ack
subcircuit so you don't get situations where the
Suprenme Court appoi nts non-bl ack judges to that
subcircuit.

And there's lots of -- as you're
aware with the state map there's been significant
popul ati on | oss on the south side. So you have to
extend a | ot of these south side black subcircuits
further south to catch in the necessary popul ation
to mai ntain equal population, but this proposal
still maintains for majority black subcircuits.

And, again, the lines they're nuch

cl eaner. They respect nunicipal and townshi p and
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ward boundaries. They're nuch easier to explain

to normal people which subcircuit they live in.

This is a close up of a subcircuit.
This is supported by Clerk Martinez and Judge
Chevere. They spoke earlier.

Currently the 6th judicial subcircuit
Is 43 percent Latino. This increases it to 56
percent Latino. And, again, this does it zero
deviation. Each subcircuit should be about
350,000. And what | do is | renove the eastern
end, which is now very white, and | nove it
west -- or rather northwest to take in emerging
Lati no popul ation which is shifting west.

In the 7th subcircuit | renove -- the
7th subcircuit as of today doesn't really nake
sense. It includes wealthy white areas such as
the West Loop and River Forest and kind of working
class areas |ike Park Forest and Berwyn and then
includes it wwth the west side of Chicago. It's
kind of a chaotic subcircuit.

So just to nake it denographically
make sense, | renove the West Loop, renove a | ot
of the suburbs and I add Maywood and Bel | wood and

Mel rose Park and make it a solidly mnority
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subcircuit.

And | nmade a |l ot of these figures
wth -- the last two slides of the 6th and 7th
subcircuit, that uses census data, but, again,
this is adjusted for the census. This was not
made with the estimate data. This is -- | made
all of this wth the 2020 census.

And that concludes ny brief
presentation. And |I'mout of screen share so if
anyone has any questions.

| just want to thank the chairman for
this special hearing on Cook County subcircuits.

CHAIR AQU NO  Thank you, M. Cal abrese.
Before we go to questions fromthe commttee |
actual ly have a couple of questions because you' ve
several tinmes have indicated that there's fol ks
that testified today that are in support of sone
of the maps that you drew, however, when they
provided testinmony -- it's specifically one
person -- you nentioned two people, but one person
provi ded testinony today and that was Cerk
Martinez -- she did not discuss any of the maps.

Are you -- have you been hired by

ei ther Judge Chevere or Clerk Martinez to speak on
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their behal f?
THE WTNESS: No, no. | know Judge
Chevere. | spoke to her about 30 m nutes ago.
CHAI R AQUI NO.  Ckay.
THE WTNESS: | just l|like subcircuits.

Thi s has been a project |I'mworking on.
CHAIR AQUNO | see Senator DeWtte wth
his hand up. Go right ahead.
MEMBER DeW TTE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Thank you, M. Cal abrese, for your
testinony. You nentioned prior to the
presentation that you are in fact representing
several groups wth regards to the work you're
doing. Wile we're in our open neeting and on the
record here, could you please share that |ist of
clients you are currently enpl oyed by?
THE WTNESS: So currently I'monly --
["mjust working with the city of Chicago, the
redistricting. | do alot -- | work on a |ot of
j udge canpaigns and |'mtalking to a | ot of bar
associations. |1've only had -- | only prepared
for this this norning.
| just want to reconnect with the

di fferent bar groups to nmake sure that they're on
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board before | put anything on the record. So |I'm

just testifying on behalf of nyself, but |'ve been
speaking with a | ot of groups over the |ast few
weeks about subcircuit redistricting.

MEMBER DeW TTE: So you're not currently
enpl oyed by any of these other groups?

THE WTNESS: No, |I'mnot currently
enpl oyed. | made this on ny own.

Judge Chevere has been very
interested in the 6th subcircuit. |[|'ve just been
drafting variations of that.

MEMBER DeW TTE: Are you working with
judges who will have to run in sone of these
districts?

THE WTNESS: Yeah, | wll in the future
nost |ikely; not currently.

MEMBER DeW TTE: Okay. | was able to see
several of your testinony sessions during the
| egi sl ature map process. | know you submtted a
| ot of information to that process.

To the best of your know edge was any
of the input you gave in any of those |egislative
heari ngs taken into account given the revised map

process that the |egislature maps went through?
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THE WTNESS: Not to ny know edge.

MEMBER DeW TTE: Ckay. And would you
anticipate a simlar process, nost |ikely, to take
pl ace through this hearing process with regards to

the judicial maps?

THE WTNESS: Well, | didn't submt very
specific plans on the legislative maps. | was
just trying -- | submitted a plan on the

subcircuits, but then the chairman created a
specific hearings for the subcircuits |ater on and
| was requesting a revision of the board of review
districts which did not happen.
And also | just offered a suggestion
on how to create an extra Latino district, but I
expect the commttee to take into account sonme of
t hese proposals.
MEMBER DeW TTE: Ckay. One | ast
question, Chairman. Thank you for your patience.
If there was a period of tine we
woul d have to review these maps prior to the
| egi sl ature voting on them M. Cal abrese, how
much time would you prefer to see with regard to a
review period to see these?
THE WTNESS: Well, | can work faster

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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t han probably nost menbers of the public so | can

do it in a few hours, but that's just ne.

MEMBER DeW TTE: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAIR AQU NO  Just for the record,
M. Cal abrese submtted these maps to us, to the
commttee this norning. And so they are not
posted currently but will be posted on our
website, again the redistricting website and the
i1 ga.gov website, the maps he submtted to us this
nor ni ng.

And so | see another hand up.
Senator McClure --

And then, Senator DeWtte, if you
don't mnd putting your hand down virtually just
so | nmake sure |...

And, Senator McClure, go right ahead.
And good to see you on the screen. Thank you --

MEMBER McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman,
al ways good to see you.

Sir, you said you just need a few
hours. | mean, how nuch time would -- in a
perfect world how nuch tinme would you like to

have? | amnot saying what you could do, could
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you scranble together from2:00 a.m from

5:00 aam I'masking in a perfect world where we
have | egi slative conmttees that we schedul e weeks
I n advance, how nuch tinme would you Iike to have
to review any map?

THE WTNESS: Well, | nean, again,
woul d have to see, but a few days maybe. | don't
have a specific answer.

MEMBER McCLURE: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

No further questions.

THE WTNESS: And, M. Chairnman, just
wanted to say A oria Chevere texted ne, it's
perfectly okay to drop ny nane.

CHAI R AQUI NO  Sounds good.

Looki ng for other commttee nenbers
hands up, | do not see.

So noving on, M. Cal abrese, thanks
again for your testinony. | just wanted to --

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

CHAI R AQUI NG Yeah, thank you.

| just want to make sure there's no
one el se on the Zoomthat would |ike to provide

testinmony this norning to the commttee. And so
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if there is soneone el se, please either use the

rai se-your-hand function or unnmute yourself to
i dentify yourself.

Goi ng once, going twice, |I'mlooking
t hrough the Zoom

All right. Well, | want to thank
everyone, again, who provided testinony today both
here in person and those that provided testinony
virtually.

As a rem nder, if you want to view
t he 2020 census nunbers, draw a community of
interest or district, please go to our website
which is ilsenateredistricting.com again that's
I | senateredistricting.com

I f you have drawn a map usi ng anot her
mappi ng platformand would Iike to share wth the
commttee, please email it to
redi strictingconmttee@enatedemil ga. gov,
redistrictingcommttee@enatedemil ga. gov.

I f you want to submt additional
testinony or maps, please email themto
redistrictingconmttee@enatedemil ga. gov.

Anot her rem nder that the Senate

Redi stricting Comm ttee has schedul ed the
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followi ng future hearings: Tuesday, COctober 12th

at 2:.00 p.m at Chicago State University, 4th
fl oor board room Gaendolyn Brooks Library which
IS located at 9501 South King Drive. Rem nder
that that hearing is both going to be held in
person and virtual. So those that would like to
attend in person can do so and those that woul d
attend virtually can sign up to do so as well.
The subject matter woul d be on congressional
boundari es and Cook County subcircuits once again.
On Wednesday, Cctober 13th at
4:00 p.m the Elgin area community college, Seigle
Auditoriumin Building E woul d be hosting us and
that's 1700 Spartan Drive in Elgin, Illinois.
That hearing will be virtual. Participants may
testify at the hearing location or via Zoom as
wel |l . The subject matter there would be on the
congr essi onal boundari es once again and current
subcircuits in WIIl and Kane Counties and
potential creation of subcircuits in counties with
a popul ation of nore than 150, 000.
On the follow ng day on Thursday,
Oct ober 14th at noon at 12:00 p.m at the Illinois
State Capitol Building, Room 409, in |ovely
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Springfield, Illinois, we'll be hol di ng anot her
hearing, both -- again, there will be the virtual

conponent to it. The subject matter for that
hearing will be congressional boundaries and the
potential creation of subcircuits in counties with
popul ati on of nore than 150, 000.

On Friday, Cctober 15th at 2:00 p. m
at Dunn- Ri chnond Econom ¢ Center, Conference Room
241 at the Southern Illinois University at
Carbondal e, that's |ocated at 1740 | nnovati on
Drive in Carbondale. Again, that hearing wl]l
have a virtual conponent as well so those that
like to testify in person may do so or sign up to
testify via Zoom The subject natter there would
be congressional boundaries and the potenti al
creation of subcircuits in counties with a
popul ati on of nore than 150, 000.

Senat or Plummer, do you have a

guesti on.

MEMBER PLUMMER: | do. | guess a
question of you, M. Chairman, so thank you. It
sounds like we're starting to wind up so | just

wanted to inquire as to a couple of things.

| appreciate the w tnesses that
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appeared today. | think it's safe to say they're

al |l people that have been fairly engaged in the
map process going back to the state |egislative
maps i ncluding one in particular who was
personal |y attacked by sone |egislatures for her
i nvol venment in the process so | appreciate her
havi ng the courage to reappear.

But | can't help but notice in a
state as large as ours there's a | ack of
wi tnesses. | personally hosted a couple of town
halls the | ast couple of evenings, encouraged
people to get involved. And the general feedback
fromlllinoisans fromnultiple counties is what's
the point, the commttee didn't listen to us | ast
time.

So | guess ny specific question to
you as chairman of the commttee is what are you
or what are we doing to rehabilitate the
reputation of the commttee so that Il1linoisans
feel nore willing to be engaged in this process.

As we all know, the | ast round of
heari ngs were boycotted by nunerous organi zations
because their input wasn't being listened to. So

what are we doing to rehabilitate the commttee so
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this can be transparent and open process where the

public has input?

CHAIR AQU NG  Senator, this has been a
very transparent and open process so nuch so that
we' ve had over -- at this point over 60 hearings
t hroughout this year on redistricting al one where
we have gone to nultiple places throughout the
state of Illinois, have al so made sure that the --
every single hearing, every single one this year
had a virtual conponent.

Because, as you all know, we are
still living in a global pandem c unfortunately
with COVID 19 so provided that for people's safety
and also allow for folks to participate fromthe
confort of their own home or local library or so
forth. W have always had a virtual conponent to
that. We've al so made announcenents of when the
public portals have been open so that people can
submt testinony, maps and so forth directly to
us.

And I'mglad that at a recent event
you have encouraged people to participate in this
process. | think that we have, especially on the

denocratic side, encouraged everyone from our
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communi ties and outside our comunities to be a

part of this process. And so we've had
participation fromfol ks and we al ways are open to
that participation and appreciate the robust

di scussions that we've been having. This is
not hi ng new.

As you know as a nenber of this
conmttee, we've had a nunber of these hearings
this entire year to tal k about a nunmber of
redistricting that we had to conplete this year

As we know, we are now working on the
congressional map and the subcircuit maps and we
are encouraging folks -- and | just announced the
five different hearings that we are having in the
next week. | would hope that you and your
col | eagues on your side as well as ny coll eagues
on our side would encourage fol ks to participate
in those hearings both virtually or in person.

And so that's what we're doing to
once again show that we are trying to gather as
much information as possible to provide -- to have
a great outcone with these upcom ng maps that
we're going to be voting on very soon

MEMBER PLUMVER: And | appreciate that,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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M. Chairman, | really do. But, you know, the

guantity of hearings is a bit irrelevant if the
doors are locked to the building, the ability for
people to log in doesn't work, if they're not
getting the emails, they're not getting the log in
access, if they can't participate.

It's nice that we have sonething that
we call portal, but the portal is neaningless if
zero maps are submtted because people can't use
the portal. So all of that sounds good.

| guess what |'m asking right now for
t hese next five hearings -- for exanple that you
just mentioned on the congressional map -- because
| think it's pretty unani nous by everyone across
IIlinois that the state map process was not
transparent, was kind of train weck

Are we going to make sure that the
doors are open and not | ocked to the buildings for
t he next hearings? Are we going to nake sure that
peopl e that register online to participate are
going to get the enmails and are going to be able
to access the hearings virtually? And are we
going to make sure that maps submtted to the

portal -- | amsorry -- the portal is set up so
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that maps can be submtted through the portal in a

way that the average Illinoisan can use it, |
guess, woul d be ny question?

That all sounds good, but we all know
in practice it didn't work so will it work going
f orwar d?

CHAIR AQU NO So Senator Plumrer, | do
believe that in practice it has worked. Doors
have been open, Zoons have been open, our ears
have been open. W have had a nunber of folks
t hat have participated in this process wthout
fail.

Actual ly, every single one of the
fol ks that participated today, except for our
clerk of the circuit court in Cook County, have
been returning fol ks that have returned to provide
testinmony. Actually, before each and every single
one of their testinony, we kindly thanked them
once again for their participation in this
process.

That as you know, again, as a
comm ttee nmenber of this commttee this year,
we' ve had a nunber of hearings over the year,

close to -- conbined with the house, | think over
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60 at this point. And | know that the House are

doing their own hearings as well currently at the
monent. So -- and in different places throughout
the state to nmake sure that we are even getting
nore testinony in all different parts of the state
of Illinois.

So while, you know, | appreciate your
guestion, | don't think it's rooted on fact. Qur
public portal has been open. Fol ks have actually
subm tted maps. They've submtted maps in a
di fferent nunber of ways, both using the public
portal or even sending us maps that they' ve used
fromother map sites directly to our emails. And
we have al ways posted those maps and any and all
i nformati on that we have received fromfol ks, not
only the Illinois Senate Redistricting Wbsite,
but also to il ga.gov.

So certainly | would suggest to you,
sir, you can go and review both websites to find
all the information there because -- and, again,
all things submtted here are part of the public
record and so that is official -- all that I've
just said is part of the official record and that

has been there.
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And so what we are doing this week is

gat her even nore information and we're going to
continue to do so.

MEMBER PLUMVER: Right. | appreciate
t hat .

And one nore point on this topic and
then I have a couple of other questions. |
appreciate that, but that all, again, it sounds
great, it really does sound good, but literally,

basically every group that has testified before

this commttee, if they are still com ng back to
testify -- as we all know a ot of themare
boycotting -- as chairman of the conmttee, what

I's your specific response to all these groups
i ncluding at | east one today that said that all of
their input, all of their testinony was ignored
t hroughout this spring?

| mean, the conplaints that |I'm
tal ki ng about aren't ny conplaints. These are
conplaints that you can pick up a newspaper and
read about fromall of the groups that are
testifying saying that this conmttee is not
transparent, it's not open and it's not |listening

to their testinony?
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So it's good that we have these

hearings, but if we don't listen to the public,
it's just kind of a dog and pony.

So | guess ny question is, as
chairman of the commttee, what is your response
to all of these groups that are conpl ai ni ng about
t he process?

And then |'ve got a couple of
questions on a different topic.

CHAI R AQU NG Senator Plunmer, we have
-- |'ve asked and answered your question and | am
going do put an end point to this.

W' ve had over 60 hearings throughout
the entire state of Illinois all that can be held
virtually and so forth.

The nunber of groups today al one that
have provided testinmony are returning fol ks that
have decided to cone once again to be a part of
this process because they choose to be a part of
this process and we encourage folks to do so.

| woul d hope that you and your
col | eagues on your side to keep on encouragi ng
folks to be a part of this process. That's what

we're trying do here and that's what we've done
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this entire year so..

MEMBER PLUMVER: So noving on to a
different topic, M. Chairman. Has a map on the
judicial subcircuit or a congressional map been
drawn yet that you've aware of?

CHAI R AQUING. Senator, there's no map
today that |'maware of. This is -- as we've done
this before, we are gathering information fromthe
publi c.

W' ve actually had two maps submtted
already to the conmttee here today and that's
what we're doing. W're gathering information
I ncl udi ng maps, two of which because of this
hearing bei ng posted were submtted al ready, one
fromthe Jew sh comunity, fromthe Decal ogue
organi zation, and also from M. Cal abrese as well.

MEMBER PLUMVER: So when the map is
drawn, can you tell us, as nenbers of the
commttee and the public, who will be draw ng that
map and what data they'|ll be using? WII that be
only census data that they're using and who w ||
be doing the draw ng?

CHAIR AQU NG What | can tell you is

that we are gathering the information right now.
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And we will be -- there's going be -- we're going

to be voting on a map that is going to take into
account all of the testinony that has been
provided to this commttee in the next few

heari ngs.

MEMBER PLUMMER:  And who will be draw ng
the map that we'll be voting on?

CHAIR AQUNO | do not know.

MEMBER PLUMMVER  You're the chairman of
the conmttee, you don't know who is draw ng the
map?

CHAIR AQUNO This is a question that
has been asked a nunmber of tines in the past and
t he answer continues to be | do not know who is
physically drawi ng the map.

MEMBER PLUMVER: Well, this is the first
senate hearing we've had on these maps so | don't
know how t he question coul d have been asked in the
past but...

So can you tell us, as chairman of
the commttee, specifically the data that wll be
used to draw the maps?

CHAIR AQUNO W are going to use the

census data that's fromthe decenni al census and
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also fromtestinony that has been provided and

maps t hat have been submtted and things that are
going to be submtted to our website and to the
comm ttee.

MEMBER PLUMMER | think depending on
your answer this is nmy |ast question, but
obviously, | think the public should know who is
drawing the map. | think us, as nenbers of the
conm ttee, should know who is drawi ng the map.

But obviously after the disastrous
series of maps and map revisions we went through
in the spring, I would hope that the sanme people
that drew those maps behind cl osed doors w t hout
public input are not the sane people draw ng these
maps because we don't have tine to go through a
circus |like that again.

So can you tell us, M. Chairman --
M. Chairman, can you tell us when you will be
notifying us, the nenbers of the commttee and the
public, the nanmes of the people that will be
drawing the map that we wll be voting on in the
senat e?

CHAIR AQU NO. Senator, as | nentioned

al ready and asked and answered that, | do not know
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who is creating or drawing any maps and so | can't

provi de nanes of --
MEMBER PLUMVER: No - -

CHAIR AQU NG -- right now --
MEMBER PLUMWER: -- | asked if you wl|
| et us know when you'll provide us the nanes.

CHAIR AQU NG Again, | can't provide
nanes if | don't know.

What we are doing right now from
these hearings and from what we've done before on
ot her hearings is we are gathering information
fromthe public and that's what we're doing.

MEMBER PLUMWER WII we know the nanes
of the people that are drawing the map before we
vote on the map?

CHAIR AQUNO |'ve answered that
guestion already, Senator. |[|f you have other
questions, we can take them |If not, Senator
McCl ure has sone nore questions.

MEMBER PLUMMVER: Wl |, you haven't
answered it, but we'll nove on because you don't
want to answer it.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAIR AQU NO Senator M ure.
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MEMBER McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

So obviously |'ve asked every w tness
just about how nuch tinme you need to revi ew any
potential maps. What sort of tinme |ine are they
going to have this go around?

Qovi ously, you know, in the June
hearings or the hearings before June, the last go
around, many witness were told that you' re not
going to have that nuch time to review it because

it's got to be done before June 30th.

Vel |, that deadline came and went.
Turns out a nmonth later, you know, we still had
new maps and our witnesses still did not get very

much tinme to review them hours at nost.

So | guess just, you know, |
understand you're not sure who is drawi ng the
maps, but have you at |east set out some sort of
deadline to say, okay, at |east a week before we
vote we need to have these maps conpleted so the
public can commrent and we can have sone valid
and -- you know, discussions that will have an
| npact on what the final maps ook Iike?

CHAIR AQU NGO  Senator, we have a fal

veto session that is scheduled. | anticipate that
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we wll be voting on a map for congressional and

maps for the judicial subcircuit during that veto
session. And folks -- there will be an
opportunity for folks to | ook at those maps prior
to us voting on those nmaps.

MEMBER McCLURE: WI I they have nmaybe at
| east, M. Chairman, at |east two weeks? WII
that be sufficient tinme for you guys?

Because | know we've had this data
for quite sone tine. And | believe, from what
|'ve heard, that there is at |east one
congressi onal map that people have described to --
| understand, M. Chairnman, you may not be aware
of it, but we've got people running for
congressional seats right now after apparently
they' ve seen sonething they Iike about sone
potential congressional district.

So | would just -- can we get at
| east a week perhaps for these witnesses to be
able to review the map, M. Chairnman?

CHAI R AQUINO. Senator, we are gathering
i nformati on now and accepting folks to submt
maps. The only maps that |'ve seen are the ones

t hat have been submtted to the commttee
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hearings. And we actually just had this hearing

today so from-- again, I'll repeat the maps that
| saw were the subcircuit maps fromthe Decal ogue
group and M. Cal abrese.

| can't comment on maps that |
haven't seen. | don't believe there are maps out
there because | haven't seen them

And so, again, there wll be an
opportunity for the public to see maps prior to

voting on them

And in ternms of when we'll be voting
on them well, there is a veto session schedul ed
for -- in a couple of weeks, fall veto session.

So that is the tinme that we will be taking up
matters including the redistricting nmaps that
we' re speaki ng about.

But we are taking in information and
| ooking forward to getting nore map submttals
including if you all at the republican party and
t he senate republicans or house republicans woul d
like to submt a nmap, we would certainly accept
and are open to seeing and review ng those maps as
wel | .

MEMBER McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
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On behalf of the witnesses | would request at

| east two weeks before we vote to be able to talk
about these. And | would be happy to junp in and
attenpt to draw maps, M. Chairman. But | think
we need to see your map first so we know what
we're working with because you're the majority
party, you guys are in control and you're the
chair of this commttee.

So | woul d be happy to be engaged in
t he process, but we need to see what you guys have
to work with first and then we can go fromthere.
But | woul d appreciate as nuch tinme as possible
for these witnesses to be able to review these
maps.

And | thank you for answering ny
guesti ons.

CHAIR AQU NG No problem And just a

rem nder, Senator McClure, since you're very

Interested in maybe submtting a map, | just want
to remnd you that if -- you could go to our
website at ilsenateredistricting.comto fill out a
map.

And also if you all have a map froma

different site, you can send it to our conmttee
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which is
redi strictingconm ttee@enatedemil ga. gov.

Thank you for your questions.

Wth there being no business to cone
before the commttee --

MEMBER PLUMVER: M. Chairman, | have a
guesti on.

CHAIR AQU NO  Senator Plumrer for
anot her question, go right ahead.

MEMBER PLUMMER: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| know in the spring there was sone

debat e about deadlines and tinelines and so there
was a bit as the last -- as Senator McClure
menti oned, there was potentially sone tinelines we
had to hit on a vote and |I fully understand it
woul d be convenient for everybody if we could vote
on a map during the presently schedul ed upcom ng
veto, but there is no hard deadline where we have
to vote on this map in the near future.

So why don't we conmt to the people
of Illinois that, | nmean, even if we have to cone
back to Springfield, we can easily schedule a
bl ock of time for the public to review these maps

before the vote. So it's not |ike we have to be
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up there for the first day of veto to vote on

t hese maps.

My question is: As chairman of the
commttee, can you conmmt to these witnesses -- we
heard themall ask for it -- they've asked for it
previously -- a block of tine, whenever that map
| ands, whenever that map shows up, there will be a
bl ock of tinme before we conme to Springfield and
specifically vote on that map? | nean, this is
all about public input, right?

CHAI R AQUINOC.  Senator Plumer, |'mglad
you're agreeing there was a constitutionally

mandat ed deadl i ne that we have of June 30 to vote

on previous maps. |I'mglad --
MEMBER PLUMVER: Pl ease --
CHAIR AQUNO. -- agree with that --
MEMBER PLUMMER: -- no -- nobody said

that M. Chairman --

CHAIR AQU NO. Well, you said there was a
deadl i ne that --

MEMBER PLUMVER: | said there were
deadlines. | said there were deadlines --

CHAI R AQUINO.  Yeah, so --

MEMBER PLUMVER: | said there were
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deadl i nes that were debated and tal ked about and

that was the argunent used and that argument was
not viable now. That's exactly what | said.

CHAIR AQUNG | will certainly | ook back
to the -- we have the Court Reporter here so we'l]l
see what you exactly you said, but it did sound --

MEMBER PLUMMER:  Good.

CHAIR AQUNO -- like, sir, that you
said that you understood that we had deadlines in
the past and I'mglad you agree that we did have
t hose deadlines and so --

MEMBER PLUMMER: -- tal king about --

CHAIR AQU NO. W certainly do have
deadl i nes because -- and if you're not aware,
there's a voting cycle for people to nmake sure
that they can vote for their representation. And
t hose elections are held in 2022 and so we want to
make sure that -- so that people can vote for, you
know, for their representatives as they see fit
and to sign both to -- on the bench to the genera
assenbly or to congress, we need to nmake sure
we're giving folks the appropriate time to be able
to vote for their representation.

And so those el ections are happeni ng
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very soon and so that's why, you know, we are

nmoving forward to getting this work done for
judicial maps as was discussed here in this
testinony earlier today.

In termof judicial maps we can't act
sooner because of the fact that it's been over --
it's been 30 years since the subcircuit maps have
been worked on. And it was discussed at |ength of
how t here has been denographic shifts especially
I n Cook County with those -- in 30 years and so to
ensure that all folks have equal representation
and have a voice in who represents themeither in
the halls of congress or in the capitol of
[Ilinois in Springfield or in their |ocal
court houses, we need to nake sure that we are
nmoving forward with our work and, as | said,
there's a schedul ed veto session comng up. |
presunme that we would be finishing our work in
that veto session as that is the schedule that we
have in front of us.

MEMBER PLUMMVER: | understand that and
woul d just remnd you that it's your side that's
controlled the map making for the | ast couple of

decades so the fact that these judicial
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subcircuits are out of whack right nowis

definitely not a good thing but every opportunity
has been there for that to be addressed in the
past .

Again, we've pushed all the deadlines
back for filing, for petitions, for the primry
election so it seens to me this rush to get maps
filed for veto session and a vote during veto
session is just another fal se deadline perpetuated
by your side so that there's no public input and
there's no transparency to the process. That's a
shane.

You have every opportunity to nake
sure there's a block of tinme for a public review
of these maps before a vote and | encourage you
and encourage everyone on your side to give the
public the opportunity to review these maps so we
can receive true input on the maps, not what they
woul d like, but their input on the specific maps
we're going to vote on before the vote takes
place. It's the only proper way to do this. |
hope that you take that into consideration.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAIR AQUINO As a remnder, if there's
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anyone, including our republican colleagues, if

you'd like to submt your maps, if you submt them
by October 14th, you will be giving wtnesses two
weeks to review those maps as they wll be on our
website again and al so on il ga. gov.

And, again, there's no further
busi ness to cone before the commttee. This
neeting of the Senate Redistricting Commttee
st ands adj our ned.

Thank you.

(Meeting concluded at 11:40 a.m)
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|, HELEN M LLER, CSR, RPR, w thin and
for the County of Lake, State of Illinois, do
hereby certify that the |ILLINO S SENATE
REDI STRI CTI NG SUBCOW TTEE MEETI NG gi ven on
Cct ober 8, 2021 was reported by neans of
st enogr aphi ¢ shorthand gi ven at the foregoing
proceedi ngs, and that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript to the best of ny ability
pursuant to ny shorthand notes so taken as
af or esai d.

| further certify that I am not an
enpl oyee, counsel or a financially-interest party
nor in any way related to any of the parties nor
aml in any way interested in the outcone
t her eof .

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set

(-

X
N

Helen MIller, CSR RPR
084- 004434
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